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° HISTORY OF O°L.G. CHURCH AND SCHOOL BGHLAND 


Ladies and gentlemen, membern of the Historical Society -- Imediately follewing 
my talk, I will give a slide presentation showing some physical aspects of the 
n church and current trends in the scheol; . 


In the years immediately before 1950, the whole ac‘fen was experiencing a pest-war 
expansion, The Calumet Region wes ne exception, aad seen the Catholics in Highland 
ware te be numerous enough to need 2 church of their ew. Fer this purpose, in June, 
i947, the Diecese sent the Rey. Lee Hildebrandt and Mr. C. W. Melton en a trip te 
Cleveland; Ohio to complete tha purchase ef land in Highland for a future parish en 
Highway aml Fifth. But much had te be dene before the land could be preductive. 


No church could build itself witheut a parish family and a dynamic leader willing te 
embark on this adventure. The Bishop of Fort Wayns, the mast Rev, Jehn Noll found . 

that leader and appointed Father Alvin dJaseinski, The interested parishioners and 
their new leader met for the first time at St. Mary in Griffith on September 15, 1949, 

A ane was needed for the new parish, After much Chought and many suggestions, the 

final cheice became Our Lady of Grace. This name was approved by the Bishep on 

Osteber 7th and the new parish was on its way! The embryo parish ef about 212 

families celebrated Christmas Mass at the Town Theatre on Kennedy Averme December 25, 194°. 


Naturally. a mor: permanent place was needed to celebrate any services. The church 
owned the land on Highway and Fifth but at that time, Bishop Nell advised against 
the idea of any new construction, In September of 1950, plans were fermed and com- 
pleted.te acquire the Calvary Baptist Church property on Jewett Street. This 
building was’ the first church building in Highland and was dedicated The Peeple'’s 
Gurch in 1900, Armed with paint brushes ané@ hammers, enthusiastic and hard working 
0 parishioners converted the Jewett Street Puilding inte Highland's first Catholic 
Church | 
A jotal of 272 people attenéed a Cathdlic Mass in Highland for the Fivat time en 
October 29, 1959. 


With a church capacity of only 98, in ene shert year the building's seams were 
bulging ang mere room was needed, On June 16, 1951, ence more parishioners banded 
together and put an addition on the church. The new addition was dedicated by Bishop 
Leo Parsisy.on Oeteber 28, 1951. The Church capacity had visen from 98 to 298 peeple. 
The religheus ceremonies held for the first time in adequate surreundings enhanced the 
spiritual highlights and evant. 


Father Jacinski, and the ever-increasing enrollment of new families seon found the 

agditien was not enough for the rapidly growing group of catholics. Together they 

a@veamed. of a new larger church in which to worship and a scheel to give the Word 

of God to their children. In duly 1952, a door-to-doer campaign called Foundation 
Fund Drive wes held and about $264,00 was pledged ever a five-year peried. 

The new church ane school were now in view! 


That same month, on July 8, 1953, Father Charles Frobish was assigned te the parksh 
as the first assistant paster to aid Father dacinski with the now 540 families in 
the new parish, 


Ajthough the tewn of Highland had a pepriation of only 9,011 -~ 1954 was indeed a 
netable year for the Our Lady ef Grace Parish, On February 6, ground was broken 

(a) for the new ong-story church and 10 classreem schoe). with fyll basement at the 
Highway Avenue’ preperty gurchased in 1947. 
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Negotiations betwaen the Sisters of St. Francis based in Mishawaka, a and 
Father Jacinski. were conupleted and the nuns agreed te come to teach at the soon- 
to-be-completed school, The parish purchased 2 heuse located .at 2930 Franklin 
Street for their cenvent. 


A few months later, July 11, construction en the church-schoel began with Mensigner 
Edwara Mungovan, paster of All Saints in Hammond, blessing the cornerstone ef the 
new structure, Construction continued throughout the summer but when Septonbe relled 
areund the building wes not finished. 


Hewever, 291 students, 3 lay teachers and three nuns were ready te start the scheel 
year, Se, headed by the undaunted principal Sister Mary Frieda, all but the seventh 
and eight grade pupils, who had classes at St. Mary in Griffith, attended? 6:00 mass 
every morning in the church. Then, thanks te the generousity ef eur cemmunity 
neighbors, the students treked through ali kinds of weather to the American Legion 
Pest on Ridge Road and the nearby Presbyterian Church Hall forclasses, 


At best, conditions were difficult. Books were stored in boxes at the students” feet 
while teachers taught frem card tables. On December i, 1954. the doers of the scheel 
gwang open for grades i through 6 classrooms which were now completed at the one= 
story limestone on Highway Avenue, 


The remaining classrooms, along with the new basement church were finished in the 
beginning of 1955. Mass was effered for the first time in the new church on April 
22, 1955 and dedicated by Bishep Pursley in September of the sams year, During 
1955, the schoel enrollment grew te 450 and the parish grew to 200 members (728 
families). Expansion became an ever-present facter at Our Lady ef Grace. 


With school snrollment ever 700 in 1956 a much-needed sesend story was constructed 
and dedicated by Bishop Andrew Grugdka on October 27th. Included were classroems, 

convent, and library, Father Jacinski received a new assistant, Father Deugherty, 
in 1956. and in 1957, a replacement named Father Wise. Unfartunately, as parish 
ani scheel grew, purse strings tightened aceordingly. To reduce the over half- 
millien dollar debt, the parishieners launched the Debt Reduction Drive in July 
ef 1958 and went decr-todeer for a second time sexking pledges. With the added 
work lead for the priests, we were given a second assistant, Father Nenderf. 


In 1959, a new addition was put onto the rectory, We also had two new assistants, 
Father Minnich and Father Pelan. 


Over 1,000 students filled the halis ef the sehool in 1960 and Octebsr ef that year 
brought’ with it the tenth anniversary of Our Lae ef Grace, The parishioners now 
ever 5000 strong celecrated with a special Mass of Thanksgiving and commemorated the 
event with a pregram at St. Thomas More's gymnasium, 


By 1962, the parieh had grown by leaps and bounds, Sister Mary Mathilde became 
principal ever 1,011 students. Due te lack of space, first grade classes had -to be 
discontined. That Our Lady of Grace needed a new church was evident, because on 
Sundays, masses were said simultaineovsly in two sections ef the school basenent, 
the church, and cafeteria, and at beth 10:00 and 11:15 4M. The two assistants 
who came in 1962, Father Till and Father Lazar, were cartainly kept busy. 


Our Lady ef Grace parish was on her way to becotting one big melting pet ef 
nationalities, We are fortunate, even teday, to have many ethnic backgrounds 
represented by our parish, The peeple, who have shared their customs and traditiens, 
have enriched and will continve to enrich the lives ef all ef us. 


In April of 1963, a major chanve came abeut ‘se the parish family, Father Alvin. 
Jacinski was transferred te St, Mark's in Gary Indiana, while Father Albert Van 
Nevel of Notre Dama of Michican City became the new paster of the ever-growing 
parish in Highland, new nugbering 1,500 families. 


Xumediately, the parishieners tock to this energetic ae dynamic leader who intre- 
duced himself in his first sermen as Father Van Nevel net "Father Van Devil". 

Even today, his leng stride and a black flewing cape let us kno. ~ who's coning! 
With a cheerful "tep of the morning" he greets everyons and keops working en his 
many prejects as he did in We oie ee “ths price is right”! 


Parish members. : atone 4h their aw paster sealiszed the need to expand but plans 
could not bs made until the still considereble church debt could be eliminated, 
Father Van Nevel breught q great spirit, idegs and mstheds, and a new preject: 

an endeaver that, was se sucesssful that mony people in Highland will remember it - 
fer years te cene, The preject intreduced by Father Van became knewn as. ths Family 
Festivals. Many weeks of preparation invelved the whele ceeperation frem all 
parishioners ef Our Lady of Greece befers tha gala events, Game Beeths, Homemade 
Geesdies, and Pheneminal Crevds made the weekend ar and the festivals ... 
always: ended with a chicken dinner, During 1963, and 65, the feativals served 
their purpese amazingly well secially and financially. In that three year period, 
the church manbers oe 7,300 chickens, ‘and schucked 10,000 ears ef corm,waile 
earning abeut $136,000 


With this impetus and increased giving the parish debt. was soon eliminated and the 
new church loomed as a reality, Helping Father Van as assistants during this time 
span were Father Hendricks, Father Lawrence; Father Fabian, and Father fa jae. 


The year iv: 6G cam the Rarick grov te 2,000 families and en September 3, land was 
finally broken fer the new churolt. 


As 1967 drew te a elose, the new church was aedicated en December 10 ip Bishop 

Grutka, The preud paster, tegather with his parishionsrs celebrated a joyful 

masa; A record, recording the events of the day, was mada available to the parish 

and served as a lasting memorial ef the day. Assistants with us from 1967 te 69 
were Father Savio and Father Spranger. : 


The air-cenditiened church is the largest new church in the Gary Diccase and with 
its infermal contemperary style is designed to offer attractive and natural sur- 
rveundings in which to wership, 


A physical description of the building shows it to be 223-ft. long, 148-ft. wide, 
and 50-£%. te the highest point with a; area of 22,00 sq. ft. The flooring 
consists ef terrasse and quarry tile while fate brick, stene and weed combine to 
previde the natural effect of the building, 

The main area provides seating for approximately i ,400 pseple while ie Tiny Tets 
Chapel serves fomilies with small children and seats 65 pseple. Used fer smaller 
services and seme daily masses, The Blessed Sacrament Chapsi offers a saxene set— 
ting fer individual prayer and will accomedate 100 peeple. 


The altars, baptismal feunt, and hely water feunts are cut from Roman Travertine 
marble and the woeden hand-carved statues arse made ef Linden Wood frem Italy, 

The stained glass windows are of the finest meuth-blewn French, German, and English 
antique glasses with an unusually wide range of lead cames empleyed in securring 
them, 


The seuth window depicts the Archangel Gabriel announcing to Mary she is chosen ‘ 
as the mether ef Jesus. The north window in the sanctuary with its thrusting spiros 
glorifies the fecal peint sf our religieus services -- ths main altar, 

The red exterior windews ef the Blessed Sacrament Chapel and its white interier ences 
represent the bleed and water shed by Christ, The remaining windews in an Ashular 
pattern and a varisty ef celers ara keyed to existing light conditiens in the church 
and all carry the same linear grid in order th serve as a continous girdle areund 
the exterior walls ef the structure, 


Standing outside in front of the church and school complex is the bell tower tepped 
by an aluminum cress. The top of the cross is 85-ft. above the greund and the bell 
tewer in 60-ft. high, The bell itself is cast brense metal made in Holland and has 
an electric clapper. It ia 403 inches in diameter, 34 inches high, weighs 1,650 lbs, 
and has pitch tene G, 


This beautiful church began to serve a parish bedy ef 8,303 members (1,971 families). 
The now empty basement was renevated an@ changed inte new classroems an@ a larger 
library. The assistants te Father Van Nevel wore Fathor Vames arid Father Frisko, 
while the present principal, Sister Clarice, came in 1969. 


Father Amaling and Father kew who were followed by Father Wehner, lent us a hand 
as assistants in the seventies while zeme physical changes taking place were 
basketball ceurts placed on the parking let, and # physical educatien added te the 
school curriculum, and an expanded sinc “ 


‘Threughteut the summer ef 1974, two major projects were in a racs against time. 

a flurry ef hammering, sawing, and painting teek place ence mere by the men ef the 

parish and in September, the new sister's home on the northeast corner ef Cendit 
and Fifth was completed -- a decided asset tethe Community. During thess same 

el menths -- on the secend flosr of the school -- they renovated the sister's 

fermer convent inte classrooms, with the edditien of these new classreems, the 

‘first gvado was again vssate" after an absense ef thirteen years. 


_ dust a personal aside here -- This was the year my family and I moved to Highland 
and our daughter became one ef these ef those new first graders. -<- Yesterday, 

we celebrated her thirteenth birthday and she is now in the seventh grade at 0.L.G. 
Whe says time doesn't fly! 


Sent te agetat us in October of 1974 were Father Orlinski and Father Meszur, 


In 1975, the school received its first class enesiseien -- and has: continued te keep 
this highest rating a grade scheol can receive. The most impertant Lighlight ef 
1975 was in Octeber when the parish celebrated its twenty-fifth, silver anniversary 
with a mass of thanksgiving and an elegant pageant portraying past years. The 
célebratien concluded with a catered dinner at the new Wicker Park Secial Center, 


Because of the unsound structure and a danger of cellapse, on March 2, 1976, the 
eld church building was razed and the parish welcemed Father Niblick as the new 
assistant, 


Cenatruction was begun en a new rectery and living quarters fer our paster and his» 
two assistants en May 22, 1980, after the removal. ef a hevse on the propsrty lecated 
at 3001 Cendit Avenus.- 


The remaining property on Jewett Street houses an office complex for our priests 
and a meebing reem fer the varieus soeial and parish services organisations that 
play a vital financial and spivitual part in the parish structure, The parish 
now aaryeF over 3,000 families. 


Most ef this discussien relates the construction ef buildings and the additiens 
and refinements that were accomplished when necessary. We shelud not, hewever, 
neglect, the primary meaning behind the whele system ~-- learning to knew, serve 
ard leve God. Aceordingly,Our Lady ef Grace also prevides religious instruction 
fox theses xtudents attending the Public scheels, The C.C.D. Pregram, staffed 

by volunteers, conducts weekly classes during the scheel year. Over the years, 
'@ epiritual heritage has evolved for Our Lady Of Gracs. We have four "daughters" 
ef the parish whe have dedicated their lives as nuns and three parish “sons" 
fellewing the eminent calling ef the priesthoed. 


“These physical and spiritual accomplishments are the results of the vision, teil, 
and stick-to-lttive-ness ef our leaders and leyal parishieners. 


We alse owe an immeasurable debt of graditude to the orginal membera of our parish, 
These pionesrs, with Monsigner Jacinski, had the ambitien and foresight te bring - 
the parish family together. The foundation that was set in the early 50's grew 

out of the dreams and needs ef these fine people. Their elbew-grease and fund drives 
were the spark that ignited our parish. This, fer the generations that fellow, will 
bs just a fading memery, but we must always ba grateful. 


This speech was given en May 21, 1980 te the Histerical Seciety 
ef Highland. A taps was made and is stored with the Highland, - 
Library as a reference source, The speech was follewed by a 
slide presentation. 


Paula Engelbert. 
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SLIDE ‘PRESENTATION 


This is Father Van Nevel, eur paster since 1963. He not only effers a 
us a spiritual foundation but alse envizerates any activity the parish 
undertakes. 


Father Rick eame te us in 197% and besides ably assisting Father Yan, 
conducts religien classes weekly in the first and second grades at the 
scheel, Father is alse the Coerdinatar of the High Scheel CCD classes, 


Father Mark jeined. the parish family as assistant in September ef 1980. 


He spensers the youth ef ‘the parish and conducts religion classes in 


grades 3 through 8 every three weeks. 


The services at the church center areund the focal peint in the sanctuary 
=- the altar. Masses are offered daily for spiritual growth and wership. 


This slide shows the nerth window symbolising "a glory". 


This altar er tuble is constructed ef Roman Travertine marble and sym: ptzer 
both sacrificial wership ané eur participation in the Eucharist. 


The pews in the main area as yeu remember seat. 1,500. pevne Ape. eee. 
fabricated frew laminated red eak, 


The statues ef Mary and Jeseph which adern the east and west walls are of 
Linden Weed, They were handcarved in Oberammergau, Germany by ertists. 
Hans and Adolp Heinzeller, -) 


We are very preud ef the bell tewer constructed of Cor-Ten Stee] with an 
aluminum cress, Yeu can hear its inspiratienal meledies daily. 


This in Sister Clarice, the principal ef the Scheel since 1969. She is 
& truly dedicated and enthusiastic Leader, 


Teday, Our Lady ef Grace prides itself on having one ef the best ana most 
preductive scheoels in the rogien. 


There are twenty-four classreems -- three ef each grade one threugh eight, 
a faculity leunge, an audie visval resource center, 2 new public address 
system and newly remedeled kitchen in the basement. 


There are 27 full-time teachers -- 2 music teachers -- a physical education 
instructor whe takes each class once a week -- scheel secretary -- »chool 
nursé -— playground ceordinater and a staff ef 3 for janiterial services. 
All these peeple meet the needs of the 750 scheel enrellment. 


The Heme and Scheel Association brings parents and teachers together for 
educational and infermational programs, It meets 5 times a year and 
helps the school financially with many fund raising activities. It is 
also a good sources for veluntary nother-helper aides. 


The scheol library has twe full-time Librarians and is staffed with 

velunteer help. ns 
It has ever 2,600 filmstrips and about 10,000 circulatimg bocks, 

There are about 700 slides and ever 500 records and cassettes in the 

listening center and reference, study room, 


There are @hree ttle TV reading aides and a aneech theranish available » students 
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&xtra-curricular activities also play a big part in the grade scheel 
curricula, Mr. Greenock has been the band @irecter for the past eight 
and the caget, junier, and senier bands have studénts ranging frem the 
4th to the 8th grades, Combined with St. Mary, Griffith, the band 
Jas participated in many parades and special events, 


Eight grade students now enjoy special weekly mini-ceurses designed to 
help them expand in interest areas and skills, A Few ef these are 
drafting. : 

teacher aide 

ceramics 

and clothing. 


4. large percentage ef the students are interested in athletics. 
The sperts pregram started in 1955, Boys in gvedes 6 , 7 , and 8 
play basketball. 


New girls in grades 6 , 7 , and 8 play vollyball and basketball, 
The Our Lady of Grace Knights are part of the South Suburban League. 
The Scheel aleo encourages Journalistic talents by issuing both a 
monthly grade echoel newspaper called Pee Wes Newspaper and alge a 


menthly Junior High edition of the Journal, 0.L.G. also spensers the 
annual Science Faiy and the Art Pair, e 


_ Tn the future the scheel will continue to be a growing concern with 


one thing in mind <- preducing Ged-fearing, enlightened young men and 
women, = 


While the church continues striving to serve the needs of the community ~— 


be it parish -- town -= state -- or world and te wership our Creater 
according to established Catholic Tradition and teneta, 


VT —  - | 


